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placed by birth; she is not only pure but even a saint,
by general confession. It is always your duty to fulfil
the commands that the Apostolic Sec has for a long
time laid upon you, for they are serious. If these
commands are not fulfilled, you will give to the other
side a pretext to refuse an answer on the question of
right."
This was not all. The bishops who had not obeyed
the interdict had been suspended by the legate, and
were now summoned to Eome. There they were
treated with severity, but eventually absolved. Hugh
of Auxerre was not allowed to receive the archbishopric
of Sens, the "wages of his iniquity." "My lord of
Auxerre shall sing true, henceforth," said a wit, "yet
shall he not gain so much as he lost by singing false."
It is indeed amazing to count the threads which Innocent
held in his hands in the autumn of 1201. Almost
every European sovereign was in direct relations on
some important matter with the Lateran, the difficulties
between France and England were in a critical con-
dition, and still the pope was pressing on a crusade
with all the ardour of an unquenchable enthusiasm.
On March 2, 1201, the council met at Soissons.
King and queen were both present. The Danish
envoys, with the archbishop of Lund himself, urged
the cause of their king's unhappy sister. Philip was
surrounded by a host of lawyers. The training which
provided him with diplomatists and administrators
should serve him now in a matter which he had so near
at heart He claimed the dissolution of the marriage
on the ground of kinship. The Danish envoys replied
by urging that Philip had taken solemn oath to wed